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1 Editorially supplied. Subtitle J added by Pub. L. 102–486 with-

out corresponding amendment of title analysis. 
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An Act to revise the internal revenue laws of 
the United States 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That 

(a) Citation 

(1) The provisions of this Act set forth under 
the heading ‘‘Internal Revenue Title’’ may be 
cited as the ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1986 [for-
merly I.R.C. 1954]’’. 

(2) The Internal Revenue Code enacted on Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, as amended, may be cited as the 
‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1939’’. 

(b) Publication 

This Act shall be published as volume 68A of 
the United States Statutes at Large, with a 
comprehensive table of contents and an appen-
dix; but without an index or marginal ref-
erences. The date of enactment, bill number, 
public law number, and chapter number, shall be 
printed as a headnote. 

(c) Cross reference 

For saving provisions, effective date provi-
sions, and other related provisions, see chapter 
80 (sec. 7801 and following) of the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986. 

(d) Enactment of Internal Revenue Title into law 

The Internal Revenue Title referred to in sub-
section (a)(1) is as follows: * * *. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 3; Pub. L. 99–514, 
§ 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsecs. (a)(1), (c). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted 
‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954’’. 

REDESIGNATION OF INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1954; 
REFERENCES 

Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) REDESIGNATION OF 1954 CODE.—The Internal Reve-
nue Title enacted August 16, 1954, as heretofore, hereby, 
or hereafter amended, may be cited as the ‘Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986’. 

‘‘(b) REFERENCES IN LAWS, ETC.—Except when inap-
propriate, any reference in any law, Executive order, or 
other document— 

‘‘(1) to the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 shall in-
clude a reference to the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, and 

‘‘(2) to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall in-
clude a reference to the provisions of law formerly 
known as the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.’’ 

INTERNAL REVENUE TITLE 

Subtitle 

A. Income taxes. 
B. Estate and gift taxes. 
C. Employment taxes. 
D. Miscellaneous excise taxes. 
E. Alcohol, tobacco, and certain other excise 

taxes. 
F. Procedure and administration. 
G. The Joint Committee on Taxation. 
H. Financing of Presidential election campaigns. 
I. Trust Fund Code. 
J. Coal industry health benefits.1 
K. Group health plan requirements. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–34, title XV, § 1531(b)(3), Aug. 5, 1997, 
111 Stat. 1085, added subtitle K heading ‘‘Group health 
plan requirements’’ and struck out former subtitle K 
heading ‘‘Group health plan portability, access, and re-
newability requirements’’. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–191, title IV, § 401(b), Aug. 21, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2082, added subtitle K heading ‘‘Group health 
plan portability, access, and renewability require-
ments’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–248, title III, §§ 307(b)(2), 308(a), Sept. 
3, 1982, 96 Stat. 590, 591, provided that, applicable to 
payments of interest, dividends, and patronage divi-
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dends paid or credited after June 30, 1983, subtitle C 
heading is amended to read ‘‘Employment taxes and 
collection of income tax at source’’. Section 102(a), (b) 
of Pub. L. 98–67, title I, Aug. 5, 1983, 97 Stat. 369, re-
pealed subtitle A (§§ 301–308) of title III of Pub. L. 97–248 
as of the close of June 30, 1983, and provided that the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 [now 1986] [this title] 
shall be applied and administered (subject to certain 
exceptions) as if such subtitle A (and the amendments 
made by such subtitle A) had not been enacted. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–119, title I, § 103(c)(2), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1638, added subtitle I heading ‘‘Trust Fund Code’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1907(b)(2), Oct. 4, 1976, 
90 Stat. 1836, substituted in subtitle G heading ‘‘The 
Joint Committee on Taxation’’ for ‘‘The Joint Commit-
tee on Internal Revenue Taxation’’. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–443, title IV, § 408(a), Oct. 15, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1297, added subtitle H heading ‘‘Financing of Pres-
idential election campaigns’’. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

This Table of Contents is inserted for conven-
ience of users and was not enacted as part of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

Subtitle A—Income Taxes 

Chapter Sec. 

1. Normal taxes and surtaxes .................... 1 
2. Tax on self-employment income ............ 1401 
3. Withholding of tax on nonresident 

aliens and foreign corporations .......... 1441 
[4, 5. Repealed.] 
6. Consolidated returns ............................. 1501 

Subtitle B—Estate and Gift Taxes 

11. Estate tax .............................................. 2001 
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13. Tax on generation-skipping transfers ... 2601 
14. Special valuation rules .......................... 2701 
15. Gifts and bequests from expatriates ...... 2801 

Subtitle C—Employment Taxes 

21. Federal insurance contributions act ..... 3101 
22. Railroad retirement tax act .................. 3201 
23. Federal unemployment tax act ............. 3301 
23A. Railroad unemployment repayment tax 3321 
24. Collection of income tax at source on 
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25. General provisions relating to employ-

ment taxes ......................................... 3501 

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous Excise 
Taxes 

31. Retail excise taxes ................................. 4001 
32. Manufacturers excise taxes ................... 4061 
33. Facilities and services ........................... 4231 
34. Policies issued by foreign insurers ........ 4301 
35. Taxes on wagering ................................. 4401 
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Subtitle E—Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Certain Other Excise Taxes 

51. Distilled spirits, wines, and beer ........... 5001 
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65. Abatements, credits, and refunds .......... 6401 
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68. Additions to the tax, additional 

amounts, and assessable penalties ..... 6651 
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Chapter 

1. Normal taxes and surtaxes. 
2. Tax on self-employment income. 
3. Withholding of tax on nonresident aliens and 

foreign corporations. 
[4, 5. Repealed.] 
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